Haringey Council

Summons to Attend

Full Council

Please note: this meeting may be filmed for live or subsequent
broadcast via the Council's internet site - at the start of the meeting
the Mayor will confirm if all or part of the meeting is being filmed.
The images and sound recording may be used for training purposes
within the Council.

Generally the public seating areas are not filmed. However by
entering the meeting room and using the public seating area, you
are consenting to being filmed and to the possible use of those
images and sound recordings for webcasting and/or training
purposes.

If you have any queries regarding this, please contact the Principal
Support Officer (Committee Clerk) at the meeting.

To: The Mayor and Councillors of Haringey Council.

Dear Sir/Madam,

A meeting of the Council of the London Borough of Haringey will be held at the Civic Centre,
High Road, Wood Green, N22 8LE on MONDAY, 22ND NOVEMBER, 2010 at 19:30 HRS, to
transact the following business:

AGENDA

1.  TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

2. TO ASK THE MAYOR TO CONSIDER THE ADMISSION OF ANY LATE ITEMS OF
BUSINESS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 100B OF THE LOCAL
GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

A member with a personal interest in a matter who attends a meeting of the authority at
which the matter is considered must disclose to that meeting the existence and nature
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of that interest at the commencement of that consideration, or when the interest
becomes apparent.

A member with a personal interest in a matter also has a prejudicial interest in that
matter if the interest is one which a member of the public with knowledge of the
relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice the
member's judgment of the public interest and if this interest affects their financial
position or the financial position of a person or body as described in paragraph 8 of the
Code of Conduct and/or if it relates to the determining of any approval, consent,
licence, permission or registration in relation to them or any person or body described
in paragraph 8 of the Code of Conduct.

TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
THE COUNCIL HELD ON 18 OCTOBER 2010 (PAGES 1 -10)

TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE MAYOR MAY LAY BEFORE THE
COUNCIL

TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE MONITORING OFFICER AND HEAD OF
LEGAL SERVICES ON THE APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT MEMBERS FOR
STANDARDS COMMITTEE. (PAGES 11 - 14)

TO MAKE APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES (PAGES 15 -18)

TO CONSIDER REQUESTS TO RECEIVE DEPUTATIONS AND/OR PETITIONS
AND, IF APPROVED, TO RECEIVE THEM

TO CONSIDER OPPOSITION BUSINESS SUBMITTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH
COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE NO.12

TO ANSWER QUESTIONS, IF ANY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL RULES OF
PROCEDURE NOS. 9 & 10

PUBLIC QUESTION 1 TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL FROM TIM CAINES:
"How can the Council justify spending £2 million pounds on its website, the highest
amount anywhere in the UK, when it has, largely of its on making, a £10 million pound
budget black hole and when council tenants, especially in Tottenham, can't get basic
repairs carried out?"

PUBLIC QUESTION 2 TO THE TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE AND
SUSTAINABILITY FROM QUENTIN GIVEN OF TOTTENHAM & WOOD GREEN
FRIENDS OF THE EARTH:

"The climate change threat is greater than ever, but given that national governments
have not been able to reach agreement on a binding treaty to cut CO2 emissions, the
efforts of local government are even more important. What will the Council do to
ensure that the vital work of cutting CO2 emissions in Haringey continues despite the
regrettable cuts in public spending?"
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ORAL QUESTION 1 - TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY SAFETY
AND COHESION FROM COUNCILLOR CHRISTOPHIDES:

Given that crime in the borough has fallen by 34 % between 2002/3 and 2009/10 Is the
Cabinet Member worried about the impact of proposed Police cuts in London?

ORAL QUESTION 2 —TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR PLANNING AND
REGENERATION FROM COUNCILLOR SOLOMON:

What tangible measures is the Council taking to support the local economy and
businesses, including the many independent retailers and high streets in the Borough?

ORAL QUESTION 3 - TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE AND
SUSTAINABILITY FROM COUNCILLOR STRICKLAND:

Can the Lead Member please advise us on the phasing of cuts to Local Government
funding advocated by the Coalition?

ORAL QUESTION 4 - TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR COMMUNITY SAFETY
AND COHESION FROM COUNCILLOR STRANG:
What does the Anti-Social Behaviour Team cost per annum.

ORAL QUESTION 5 -TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES
FROM COUNCILLOR BROWNE:

Is the Lead member concerned about the increased cost pressures of inward migration
of vulnerable families into the borough at time when Local Government has taken the
biggest cut of any Government department?

ORAL QUESTION 6 — TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ADULT AND COMMUNITY
SERVICES FROM COUNCILLOR ERSKINE:
What is the future of the mobile library service?

ORAL QUESTION 7 - TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL FROM COUNCILLOR
EGAN:

_Can the Leader of the Council please explain the impact on Haringey residents of the
Coalitions decision to scrap ringfencing for vital funding streams?

ORAL QUESTION 8 - TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR PLANNING AND
REGENERATION FROM COUNCILLOR JENKS:

How much of the funds raised from the sale of Council assets has the Council invested
in regeneration projects since 20067?

TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE FOLLOWING BODIES (PAGES 19 - 36)

a) Pensions Committee — Report No.1 — 2010/11.
b) Constitution Review Working Group— Report No.2 —2010/11.
c) Cabinet — Report No.4 —2010/11.

TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING MOTIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL
RULES OF PROCEDURE NO. 13



Motion J (2010/11)

Councillor Bevan has given notice that he will move in the following terms:

Local Housing Allowance

Notes:

e The coalition Government’s decision to slash the cap on the Local Housing
Allowance (LHA), with a resulting reduction in the amount of housing benefit
paid towards the rent.

e That it's estimated that 218 claimants in Haringey will be directly affected by this
change

e That due to higher rents in the capital changes in the LHA cap
disproportionately affects Londoners.

e London Council’s predictions that nearly 15,000 families could lose their homes
or live in overcrowded conditions as a result of this change.

e That more than one in three private sector homes are rented by families in
receipt of LHA of Housing benefit, with 18,645 households in London affected.

e That 14,661 of households with children will be affected by the slash on Local
Housing Allowance

e That 10,500 households living in inner London could be forced to move to outer
London, putting a strain on local services

e That the new LHA cap is lower than the existing cap for all 33 London boroughs
for five bedroom homes, in 25 boroughs for four bedroom homes and in 18
boroughs for homes with three and two bedrooms.

Believes:

e That this a socially divisive policy that will affect a wider range of people than
just those in receipt of LHA

e That this cap could create major social dislocation as many families will be
forced out of their communities because they will no longer be able to afford
their rent

e That Haringey as an Outer London borough may see greater pressure put on
services, as people are forced to move out of inner London

e The new cap will result in increased levels of rent arrears, overcrowding, and
families living in temporary accommodation, as people will struggle to meet
increased costs

e That creating transitional arrangements in London would allow the government
to reduce the level of LHA being paid, while seeking to protect the most
vulnerable households.

Resolves:



e Continue to work with members of the community who will be affected
by this decision, liaise with other local authorities and our partner
agencies to mitigate the impacts of the cap.

e Call on the Government to rethink its action and look at bringing
transitional arrangements in London

Motion K (2010/11)

Councillor Gorrie has given notice that he will move in the following terms:

Fair Votes Motion

This Council supports moves to change our parliamentary voting system, which will
see Haringey’s Members of Parliament elected under a fairer system.

Council calls on the Returning Officer to take steps to promote participation in the
Referendum.

Motion L (2010/11)

Councillor Gorrie has given notice that he will move in the following terms:

Rogue Landlord Motion

This Council notes:

A recent survey by the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health (CIEH)
showing that of those officers working on housing enforcement in the private
rented sector, nine out of ten had encountered landlords engaging in
harassment or illegal eviction, and 78% had dealt with landlords who
persistently refuse to maintain their property to a safe condition

It is only a minority of private landlords that are threatening and abusive to their
tenants

The damage rogue landlords can have on vulnerable tenants and the wider
community

The lack of protection for tenants if they make a complaint against a landlord
Local authorities can serve an improvement notice or prohibition order where
housing conditions fall below an acceptable standard. If the landlord fails to
comply they can be prosecuted.

Harassment and illegal eviction are criminal offences. Local authorities can
prosecute landlords who commit these crimes.

Shelter’s recent survey with the CIEH, shows 66% of Environmental Health
Officers working in the private rented sector said that in their area no landlords
had been prosecuted in the last 12 months for failure to comply with an order
under the 2004 Housing Act, although over 40% said that under a quarter of
such orders issued by their local authority had been complied with.

The Council resolves



e To take a zero tolerance approach to rogue landlords

e To use the full range of tools and powers at our disposal to tackle rogue
landlords

e To carry out regular housing conditions surveys, focusing on areas in which
the stock is poorly maintained and the level of private renting is highest.

e To use in instances where the Councils becomes aware of rogue landlords
operating in low demand areas, to consider using power to introduce a
selective licensing scheme.

e To back up their enforcement policies with adequate resources to make
them enforceable as the cost of rogue landlords’ activities will be picked up
in other ways, such as a higher number of tenants requiring homelessness
assistance.

e To take advantage of the provisions of the 2004 Housing Act, which allows a
recoup of costs by charging the landlord.

Motion M (2010/11)

Councillor Gorrie has given notice that he will move in the following terms:

Council welcomes

The news that the Government has committed itself to the key Liberal Democrat
pledge of providing more social housing by scrapping the Housing Revenue
Account subsidy system.

In particular it welcomes the council retaining all receipts from Right to Buy
sales and the council retaining all money from rents in their area, rather than
seeing the rent income and most of the Right to Buy receipts going to Whitehall.

Council recognises

It will mean a much-needed boost for repair and maintenance of existing council
properties, and for the building of new social housing.

It congratulates all who worked hard for this change in approach, including the
Local Government Association and all others involved with the "My Rent went to
Whitehall" campaign, and sees the announcement as another good example of
Liberal Democrat influence inside the Coalition Government.

This Council resolves to:-

Condemn the previous Labour Government for its 13 year long failure to reform
the HRA system which meant few council homes being built and a continued
backlog of repairs needed to council-owned housing stock across the country.
Request the Chief Executive to write to the LGA commending them and partner
organisations for their hard work and success with the “My Rent Went to
Whitehall’ campaign

Request the Chief Executive write to the Coalition Government welcoming its
commitment to scrap the HRA system



Kevin Crompton
Chief Executive
River Park House
225 High Road
Wood Green
London N22 8HQ

Friday, 12 November 2010



